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Everyone loves a good 
holiday. The escape, the 
culture, the architec-

ture and that unique feeling 
of being someplace you don’t 
experience everyday.  I am no 
exception. 

My passion for design is 
matched only by my passion 
for travel. An escape from the 
everyday is usually exactly 
what I need to re-inspire my 
soul and my designs. 

As a designer, it’s no sur-
prise that I adore boutique, 
well-designed hotels. My sur-
roundings affect how I expe-
rience everything and a well-
designed accommodation can 
make or break my trip. 

Recently I had the pleas-
ure of discovering a quaint 
boutique hotel in Vancou-
ver. It’s city that I love and 
hold near and dear to my 
heart,  having l ived there 
myself once upon a time, 
I love to return to visit old 
f r iends  and s e e  how the 
city is changing. It’s where 
my design inspirations and 
career began! 

I  a l r e a d y  k n e w  t h a t  I 

wanted to stay downtown, 
and I wanted accommoda-
tion that was different from 
what the big hotel chains 
of fered.  I  us ed Booking.
com to arrange my stay at 
L’Hermitage.

Booking.com has a cool 
section now that helps you 
find such wonderful bou-
tique design hotels from all 
over the world. Booking.Com 
PASSION search destination 

finder  http://www.booking.
com/destinationfinder.html 
allows for unprecedented 
access to the most incredible 
high design unique places in 
world to stay at. 

This hotel is more than 
just a convenient hotel. Sit-
uated in the heart of the city 
on the corner of Vancouver’s 
fashion hub,  each of  the 
suites feature designer fur-
niture, luxurious bathrooms 
and petite kitchenettes. The 
warm interiors and  design 
was right up my alley: Paris-
ian chic meets West Coast 
sophistication. 

I  l o v e  h o w  b o u t i q u e 
hotels like this one under-
stand every detail. Some-
thing I am obsessed with as 
a designer. As the old say-
ing goes, great design is in 
the details.

I truly enjoyed the warm 
glow of the sexy fireplace and 
intimacy of the pretty library 
lounge for cocktails. I love it 
when a holiday stimulates my 
creativity and inspires me to 
take new design ideas home 
with me.

L’Hermitage was no excep-
tion. It is reminiscent of Chi-
cago’s modernism with it’s 
grand and gracious architec-
ture. It has a dramatic street 

edge, combining cast stone, 
brick and concrete on the 
exterior.

The design inspiration 
I took home with me was 
inspired by the lobby floor. 
Graphic black and white tile 
laid to create a large circular 
entry was truly impactful.

W h e n  I  t rav e l  a n d  g e t 
inspired I love to bring these 
ideas back to the studio and 
build them into my designs. 
Fresh Ideas come from differ-
ent settings and this is why I 
love to travel. 

With two kids at home it’s 
a little harder than it used to 
be but it still fills my heart 
a n d  i n s p i re s  m e  t o  c re -
ate unique well-designed 
spaces. I urge you to leave 
your surroundings ever y 
once and a while and you 
might be surprised by what 
you find and how it inspires 
you to update your home in 
unexpected ways.

— Rebecca Hay is a  
Toronto-based designer  

who has worked on  
several HGTV programs 

and whose focus is on 
exceptional designs 

that infuse the old  
with the new. Visit  

www.rebeccahaydesigns.com.

Take your design inspiration from your travels
Rebecca Hay
Design 
Priorities

Situated in the heart of Vancouver's fashion hub, L'Hermitage 
is reminiscent of Chicago's modernism with its grand and 
gracious architecture.

Great design is in the details, whether the warm glow of a 
sexy fireplace or the intimacy of a pretty library lounge for 
cocktails.

As a designer, there are 
two renovation requests 
that I get time and time 

again. The first is better-func-
tioning storage systems, and 
the second is custom ele-
ments.

When you combine the two, 
the result is pure magic. Now, 
you might not think that cus-
tom cabinets are particularly 
exciting, but don’t be fooled! 
The effects of a well-planned, 
efficient and clean home will 
make your heart skip a beat.

While custom cabinetry is 
a big ask in small spaces, it is 
a trend that is quickly gain-
ing traction in homes of every 
size. It is all about making the 
most of every inch in your 
home, and doing it in a way 
that speaks to your unique 
style and sensibilities.

But before making a big 
investment in custom cabi-
nets, you need to determine 
how your space will be used.

Some areas of the home 
are made expressly for stor-

age. In closets or pantries, 
stuff rules the realm and it’s 
okay to adopt a more utilitar-
ian design.

In these spaces, function 
almost always come first. 
Other rooms such as the 
kitchen, bathroom and laun-
dry room are used primarily 
as living/working spaces with 
storage playing a support-
ing role. This is where fashion 
needs to be given a little extra 
love.

Here are some of my favour-
ite trends in custom cabinetry, 
that will to take your storage 
system from ‘just practical’ to 
‘just... wow.’

Custom colour. Who wants 
to live in a cookie-cutter 
home? The great news is, with 
all the custom finishes and 
colour options available on 
the market today, you don’t 
have to. 

Your custom cabinets can 
be a reflection of your indi-
vidual style. But here’s a word 
to the wise: choose carefully! 
Since custom cabinets can 
be pricey, this is not an item 
you’ll want to replace any 
time soon.

Custom dimensions. Okay, 
extra-high cabinets aren’t 

exactly a new trend, but there’s 
certainly renewed interest in 
efficiently using every availa-
ble inch of your home.

This includes the wall space 
right up to the ceiling, or cus-
tom corner cabinets that tuck 
infrequently used or seasonal 
items out of the way, yet eas-
ily at hand.

Open and closed shelving. 
This will allow you to tailor 
your storage system and aes-
thetic to your personal storage 
style. What do I mean? Some 
people naturally tern to be 
messy and could benefit more 
from cabinets with doors that 
conceal the clutter. Mean-
while, a collector may appre-
ciate open shelving to display 
his or her favourite finds.

‘Smart’ storage. No conver-
sation about “home” in 2018 
would be complete without 
the obligatory tech topic, and 
custom cabinetry is no differ-
ent. A hot trend is to incor-
porate charging and docking 

stations into your cabinetry, 
to eliminate countertop clut-
ter in the form of phones, tab-
lets, laptops, cables and cords. 
Beyond the basics, think wire-
less devices built right in, like 
speakers or a television!

Custom cabinetry can help 
you make the most of your 
home. When planning your 
storage system, think fashion 
and function right off the bat.

After all, that is one of the 
benefits of creating custom 
versus buying a ready-made 
product off the shelf. You get 
what you really want. Cus-
tom elements for the home 
will cost more, but when done 
properly, your custom cabi-
nets will pay off tenfold.

— Kate Davidson is principal 
of Kate + Co. Designs Inc., 

which provides complete 
design, renovation 

 and decorating services  
in the GTA. Visit  

www.kateandcodesign.com.

Custom cabinetry with a sense of style
KaTe DaVIDSON
insPreD 
LiVing

Some areas of the home are made expressly for storage while 
others like kitchens and bathrooms are living areas and need 
extra style.

Meet Kate Davidson at 5 p.m. today (Sat. March 17)  
Main Stage at the National home Show where she will be 

sharing how to get The Most  From the home You Live.  
For more information, visit www.nationalhomeshow.com.


