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A great way to create a 
high end design for 
your home is by mix-

ing new with vintage finds. 
This is how you can make a 
space feel truly curated and 
high end. Every knows where 
to find high end and beautiful 
new furnishings. 

But what about those vin-
tage gems? Believe it or not, 
there are high end and afford-
able finds right at your door-
step. Consignment stores are 
second hand furniture stores 
that are filled with high end 
beautifully crafted goods.

Our design team always 
look to consignment stores 
when looking for well made 
unique items to mx into the 
design of our clients’ homes. 

Here’s how to shop for con-

signment finds to discover the 
gems that will elevate your 
home decor to luxury status: 
1. Walk through the store 
twice. When you walk into a 
consignment store it can be 
overwhelming. There are so 
many things to look at … eve-
rywhere. To manage the over-
whelm, do an initial walk-
through and let items pop 
out that inspire you. Then you 
can do a second walkthrough 
looking more intentionally for 
specific items you need. You 
will most definitely see items 
on that second go-around that 
you missed the first time. 
2. Remember to look up! 
Most stores will have a great 
selection of vintage light-
ing hanging from the ceiling. 
I’ve found statement dining 
chandeliers from these stores. 
Sometimes they are one of a 
kind and sometimes they are 
brand new!
3. Not everything you find 
is old. Often times you can 

find products from modern 
stores that are simply one or 
two seasons old. You’d be sur-
prised by the amount of new 
items that find their way into 
these stores.
4. The price of an item will 
drop. The idea behind con-
signment is that with every 
month that passes prices go 
down. Sometimes as high as 
20% per month as is that case 
at Elle & Eve, one of my favorite 
consignment stores in the city. 
Take a picture of the item and 
of the tag when you find a gem 
you like. You can always check 
back in via email, phone or 
even social media to see if an 
item is still there and snag it 
at the new lower price before 
someone else does. 
5. Visit frequently. Because 
stores are receiving new prod-
ucts weekly if not daily you 
just never know when the per-
fect item will turn up.

The beauty of these stores 
is twofold, not only do you 

find unique items that can be 
potential conversation start-
ers but you are also helping 
the planet. Instead of creat-
ing a new carbon footprint 
by purchasing a new item at a 
retail store, these second hand 
gems have already made their 
carbon footprint.

An added bonus is that the 
quality of some older items 
can be vastly superior to 
what’s manufactured today. 
So next time you need a new 
piece for furniture, check out 
your local consignment store 
first. We like to design with old 
found pieces and incorporate 
one of a kind vintage finds in 
many of our clients projects.

— Rebecca Hay is a Toronto-
based designer who has 
worked on several HGTV 

programs and whose style 
is based on exceptional 

designs that infuse the old 
with the new. Visit www.

rebeccahaydesigns.com.

Mix and match your way  
to high-end design

This dining set was a consignment find.  The chair seats were 
recovered with modern fabric.
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The moment she stepped 
f o o t  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y 
home at 217 Mill Street 

in Creemore, Ontario, Sarah 
Richardson knew she’d found 
a “happy house.” 

There was something in the 
way the sunlight was stream-
ing in the bay window, danc-
ing off of the kitchen and din-
ing room, says the Canadian 
designer and TV personality.

“That’s what I love about old 
houses, that challenge of tak-
ing those pieces that are here 
now — an empty house with 
an old lamp with an old lamp 
shade sitting on a tattered old 
table — and thinking about the 
story I could tell and how I can 
make the ultimate kitchen and 
dining room for contemporary 
living,” says Richardson.

“You’ll always love the new-
ness of what you’ve added on, 

but I think the real success 
story is if you can take some-
thing old and make it amaz-
ing for new and now and next. 
That’s the bigger accomplish-
ment,” she says.

In season two of HGTV’s 
Sarah Off The Grid series — 
which premieres Sunday, 
April 21, at 9 p.m. EST, Rich-
ardson and her husband Alex 
Younger team up with design 
partner Tommy Smythe to 
convert a small, 19th century 
Victorian home into a four-
bedroom luxury off-grid vaca-
tion rental. 

The ultimate goal is to strike 
a chord with anyone who 
loves their small town neigh-
bourhood and historic home, 
but wants to add living space 
efficiently.

“A big part of my approach 
here is that simple can be 
beautiful,”  says Richard-
son, noting that they chose 
a design based on standard, 

stock materials to keep costs 
down.

Her first priority was to 
respect the home’s original 
character. One of the tough-
est questions homeowners 
face during a remodel is what 
to keep and what to refresh. 
Richardson suggests keeping 
things that are “charming and 
wonderful and easy to main-
tain,” and changing things that 
will deliver greater efficiency.

“It’s worth taking a look 
at your list and saying: Can 
I live with that? Is that add-
ing charm or detracting from 
value?” she advises. “I would 
say old trim is adding charm; 
chipped, creaky old floors are 
detracting from value.”

Remembering a lesson she 
once learned from an archi-
tect, Richardson took the 
approach that the addition 
should play a supporting role 
to the original home. She says 
she literally added a box onto 

the back of the house, with 
new windows and doors and 
a good exterior cladding, but 
no extra bells and whistles.

“The original house needs to 
be the star and everything we 
do needs to be differential to 
what was here first,” she says. 
“We don’t want to do anything 
that competes with that; we 
want to be respectful.”

In keeping with the series’ 
off-grid theme, the home fea-
tures energy-saving devices 
and appliances, LED lighting 
and eight solar panels that 
store energy in a battery the 
size of a bar fridge. 

The panels are also con-
nected to the grid so that any 
energy not used is sent there, 
creating a “credit that can 
be drawn on later,” explains 
Richardson. Electricity can be 
bought back at night when it’s 
less expensive, “sort of like an 
energy savings account,” she 
says.

Charm is the star of Sarah Richardson’s 
newest project in Creemore

Season two of HGTV’S Sarah Off The Grid  
shows how to design for ‘new, now and next’

Season two of HGTV’s Sarah Off The Grid series premieres 
Sunday,  April 21 at 9 p.m.
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