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The winter is finally gone, the 
trees are budding a fresh 
shade of lime green and I am 

excited that the cottage season has 
just begun. If I could live the cottage 
life all year round, I would.

Besides the obvious attraction of 
relaxation, cottages warm my soul 
and I love designing cottages and 
creating this style for our clients.  

Cottage style doesn’t have to be 
restricted to a vacation home out-
side the city. You can easily create 
the relaxed cottage style living in 
your own home. Here are five simple 
steps to creating your very own cot-
tage design style.

1. Light and bright is always 
right. The best way to achieve a fresh 
summer retreat is with loads of white 
paint. My go-to wall colour is Ben-
jamin Moore’s Cloud white. It’s fresh 
but warm and works on every wall as 
a great canvas for colour.

By painting all your walls white 
you can add pops of colour and life 
in any shade. And it’s easy to switch 
up the look as the seasons change. 

2. Natural wood tones are a must. 
I always include a great warm wood 
floor or table. This warm wood helps 

to balance all those white walls! It 
also adds an element of warmth and 
often history.

Pine furniture creates a great cot-
tage vibe. A vintage or antique find 

is always the best but any amount of 
warm wood will do the trick. 

3. Blue is my hue. Any shade of 
blue is hands down the freshest way 
to created a crisp cottage aesthetic. 

I love nautical navy but aqua and 
robin’s eggs blues work too. Layer in 
this colour with art, pillows and even 
lighting. Colour in lighting is a big 
new trend that is popping up every-

where. And can add a lot of interest 
and be great conversation starters. 

4. Vintage finds add a casual and 
comfortable vibe. This is the perfect 
time of year to go to antique mar-
kets are simply wander consignment 
stores for the perfect vintage piece of 
furniture or even a great light.

5. Natural textiles such as cotton, 
wool and jute add a relaxed feel. It’s 
ok if they wrinkle or aren’t perfect. 
That’s the idea! Jute rugs are fantastic 
and can withstand a lot of wear. They 
also feel amazing underfoot.

Summer is a time for bare feet 
and bikinis so keep in mind that it’s 
always nice to have natural materials 
to stand or sit on. A great cotton slip-
covered sofa will make your guests 
so relaxed and at ease, they may not 
want to leave. 

When it comes to summer liv-
ing and cottage style, comfort is key. 
Keep it fresh and remember not to 
get too fussed. Whether you have 
a summer home or simply want to 
make your city dwelling feel like a 
summer escape, these tips will get 
you there every time.
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The best way to achieve a fresh summer retreat is with loads 
of white paint. 

Any shade of blue is hands down the freshest way to create a 
crisp cottage aesthetic. 

Natural wood tones are a must. This warm wood helps to 
balance all those white walls.

A great cotton slip-covered sofa will make your guests so relaxed and at ease, they may not want to leave. 


