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M ore than just  the 
l a t e s t  k i t c h e n 
trend, open shelv-

ing is a terrific way to rein-
f o r c e  t h e  o v e r a l l  h o m e 
s t y l e  a n d  a d d  s o m e  p e r-
s o n a l i t y  a n d  i n t e r e s t  t o 
your space.

But open shelves can be 
s ca r y .  How  d o  y o u  s t y l e 
them? How often do I need 
to clean them? 

These are common ques-
tions and concerns I get from 
clients. My response is always 
that the right amount of open 
shelving will depend on how 
easy is to maintain and keep it 
looking good. 

As a designer, I believe the 
style of your home can always 
be enhanced by open shelv-
ing. A rustic home can bene-
fit from a live edge shelf with 
black iron brackets whereas 
a modern home looks great 
with a solid floating minimal-
ist shelving.

I love the warmth that wood 
adds to any space. Shelving 
combined with interesting 
brackets can be a nice added 
detail to tie in with other hard-
ware throughout the space such 
as cabinet knobs and pulls.

When it comes to function-
ality, floating shelves don’t 
take up a lot of physical — and 
therefore visual — space, so 
in a smaller or dark kitchen, 
swapping even three feet 
of cabinets for shelving can 
make a kitchen feel larger and 
brighter. 

The trick to maintaining a 
great open shelf is keeping it 
clutter free. You want to place 
items on the shelf that will be 
used frequently so that they 
are getting washed on a reg-
ular basis — otherwise it col-
lects dust.

And if  you’re a serious 
cook, keeping your everyday 
tools, ingredients, and serv-
ing dishes within reach (and 
sight) can be a major plus. 
Or you can place items such 
as book and other decora-
tive accessories that don’t 
need to be cleaned as often. 
A weekly dusting should be 
enough for this type of item. 

Op e n she lve s  lo ok t he 
best when they are curated 
collections of items. Group-
i n g  l i k e -p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r 
makes for  an interesting 
shelf display and an overall 
cohesive look.

If it’s a kitchen, then cereal 
bowls and coffee mugs make 
sense together, or tea cups 
with jars of tea also work 
well. If it’s a bar zone, then 
maybe a decanter and some 
wine glasses paired with a 
book on bartending or wine 
tasting. Make the shelf look 
purposeful and it will blend 
seamlessly into your home.

If open shelves still scare 
you, then start with just one 
shelf in a frequently used 
area. You will quickly learn 
how convenient it is to have 
things within arm’s reach!

The ar t ful  us e of  open 
shelving is a trend that is 
here to stay so give it a try 
and inspire your guests to 
do the same
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The trick to maintaining a great open shelf is to keep it clutter 
free and to place items on it that are frequently used and 
therefore need to be cleaned often.

Grouping like-pieces together makes for an interesting shelf 
display and an overall cohesive look.

Think of your powder 
ro om as  the per fe ct 
place for a new, exper-

imental design project. This 
compact space can be as dra-
matic as you’d like, where you 
can explore the latest in décor 
and design without busting 
the budget. Here are just a few 
ways to add some drama.

Go to the dark side
Choosing rich, dark shades 

of charcoal grey, navy blue, 
chocolate brown or black 
will create the perfect base 
for a dramatic palette. Coat-
ing ceilings, walls, doors and 
door frames in the same col-
our reduces contrast and the 
room’s edges almost disap-
pear, leaving you with the 
jewel box ready for its gems.

Since it’s a small room, con-
sider splurging on some expen-

sive wallpaper in the same dark 
shade. You can find patterns 
that have a hint of glimmer, a 
subtle reflective quality. It’s on 
trend right now and just needs 
some light to make it shine.

Bring on the bling!
I’m a firm believer in lay-

ered lighting, especially in 
the powder room. Lighting 
can change everything—from 
functional to glamourous. 
Installing pot-lights (even just 
one) in the ceiling is a good 
upgrade for the room. That 
crisp, downlight is a good way 
to light surfaces.

Avoid the flycatchers, those 
upside down “dishes” that 
light up the ceiling instead of 
what’s below (and are a good 
source for dead flies). Chan-
deliers add sophistication 
and set the reflective surfaces 
shimmering.

In addition, add cross-illu-
mination or side lights like pen-
dant lights that hang on either 
side of the mirror, or choose 
show-stopping sconces.

Some bathroom vanities 
now feature under-mounted 
lighting to reflect the floor—
great for a night light. Choose 
the prettiest, shiniest, most 
glamourous lighting you can 
handle. The blingier the better.

Mirrors everywhere
Mirrors offer three won-

derful things; style, shine and 
a reflection of you. Whether 
an entire wall is covered in 
smoky subway tiles, or it cov-
ers the vanity, mirrored sur-
faces add double the drama in 
the room. Make sure there is 
always something interesting 
for the mirror to reflect, like 
framed artwork.

Add flair to the floor
When it comes to floor-

ing, tile in the powder room 
is a great choice. Because of 
the limited floor area, you 
may want to go all out on 
your choice. Go for a glossy 
or reflective surface for a rich 
dramatic look. Since you’re 
covering a small area, it’s also 

an opportunity to add a per-
sonal touch by creating your 
own pattern.

From soap to knobs
From the vanity to the soap 

dish, there are lots of choices 
for powder room upgrades. 
Today, the dresser-as-vanity 
trend continues, you can find a 
great selection of styles at Dec-
orating Details in Mississauga.

We’re seeing more custom-
made cabinetry that looks 
like furniture, but you can 
transform the look for less by 
upgrading faucets, taps, cabi-
net pulls, and knobs. Go ahead 
and mix your metals, from 
copper to gold and bronze.

Even one, new, cherishable 
soap dish can add drama to a 
powder room.
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Add drama to your powder room
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Choosing rich, dark shades of charcoal grey or black will 
create the perfect base for a dramatic palette. 


