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YOUR Home

Submitted by Rebecca Hay

Designer Rebecca Hay is principal of Rebecca Hay Designs Inc., a Toronto 
based boutique Interior Design firm offering complete decorating and 
renovating services for residential, commercial and vacation homes for over 
a decade. Known and celebrated for her design work and appearances on 
various acclaimed HGTV shows. Rebecca and her team design classic, livable 
spaces that infuse old and new. Servicing clientele throughout Toronto, GTA 
and Canada. RebeccaHayDesigns.com   

Behind the Design

Trend Alert! Black Finishes 
are Back
A big trend that has been in the design spotlight lately is Brass, but 
don’t be fooled, Brass isn’t the only show in town these days. I’m 
here to tell you that BLACK is the new brass. Designers have been 
using black fixtures and finishes for a few years now, but it’s finally 
catching everyone’s attention and products are finally becoming 
readily available. Here’s what you will find if you are looking to jump 
on this trend. 

We are seeing matte black finishes in lighting, hardware and plumbing 
fixtures dominate the design scene. The best thing about black is 
that it pairs well with just about anything. Mixing metals has become 
a popular design trend and black is the perfect partner for any metal. 
I personally love the look of Matte black with satin brass, but Black 
goes well with silver too, pairing well with chrome or polished nickel. 

Matte black faucets have become truly covetable with their sleek 
contemporary lines while being soft and luxurious to the touch. 
These black fixtures can add sophistication when mixed with high 
end lighting and furnishings. They are also a great down to earth touch when used in a cottage or country 
setting. I recently completed two country house projects where the 
dominating faucet colour of choice was black.

Cabinet and door hardware are two other areas where we are 
starting to see this trend take shape. Simply replacing old dated 
interior door knobs with sleek matte black ones will update your 
space and replacing those old cabinet knobs and pulls with new black 
ones will tell your friends that you are totally “with it” when it comes 
to design.

Various bath centres in the GTA now offer entire collections of soaker 
tubs with options for colour on the exterior. Opt for a luxurious black 
finish and you’ll have the whole town talking about how “in-the-
know” you are. Talk about luxury! 

SO whether you are remodeling your home, bathroom or simply 
adding some small decorative accents to your home, consider adding 
in a few elements in black. It’s bold and sassy and commands your 
attention. You might just stay a little ahead of the design curve while 
you’re at it! Photography by Stephani 

Buchman Photography

Submitted by Suzi Recine

If you have topics you are curious to know 
more about, I would love to entertain that idea. 
Please email me at suzi@suzirecine.com or call 
me at 416-931-1225

All Things Real Estate

Buying Real Estate too 
Expensive?!
Think of buying with a friend !

Today’s Real estate prices may make it hard for first time buyers to purchase a home but what 
about buying with a friend or relative? This idea of co-habitation is becoming more popular with 
first-time home buyers as a way of getting into the market and acquiring equity through real 
estate.

The first step before entering into any agreement or making possibly the largest purchase of your 
life would be to sit down and discuss all your needs and wants. Thoroughly talk about your your 
finances especially how much each person can afford and perhaps expectations … short/long term 
goals. It would be a good idea to put together a list of questions and then review together.

Some considerations would be:

• Condo or house? And why? More affordable? Easier to care for?

• Location? Amenties? transportation? Shopping? 

• What is important to you

• Idea of size or square footage including number of bedrooms and or washrooms

• Will you move in to the property together? or is this an investment only? If so is this for short 
term or is this only till you can afford a home on your own? Long term goals?

• Who will do the repairs ? Are you both handy or would you need to hire someone for 
maintenance?

• How do you share in the chores?

• What happens if one of you loose your job or become very ill? do you need to think about 
extra insurance coverage?

As purchasing a property is a Big step it would also be a good idea to meet with your Mortgage 
representative and real estate representative so they can further help answer some questions 
you may have. Your mortgage representative can help you know exactly how much you can afford 
and what would be within your budget to buy. Together you may want to speak to a lawyer as well 
as they can assist in drafting a co-habitation agreement that sets out each 
persons financial obligations.
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